
Notes on Mounteering Ireland (MI) Zoom meeting – 02 June 2020 

 

It was emphasized that, as MI is funded by Sports Ireland, it is imperative that all MI groups should 

follow any Government rules regarding COVID19. 

Walking groups should ideally be no more than 10 with a max of 15. 

Car parks are under great pressure but no car-pooling allowed (even using masks, open windows 

etc). An example of Crone Wood car park being full by 10.30 on a Tuesday morning. In response 

to a question, there is no way car parks can be monitored to alert members on their usage. Always 

try to have a plan B in the case of being unable to park. Walking more locally was advised (or mid-

week). Try to choose less “well-known” walks. 

Covid19: MI have produced a suggested “tick-sheet” (attached in email) to be completed for all 

walkers. It asked 3 questions: I) Have you travelled outside Ireland during the last 14 days, ii) 

Have you had any symptoms of COVID19 during the last 14 days, iii) Have you been in contact 

with anyone with COVID19 during the last 14 days.  There was much discussion about this. 

Essentially, what do you do with this info ?  It was agreed that any info raised could not be 

disseminated (either internally or externally). If it was later learned that a member was infected, 

we could not inform other members (GDPR) but must let the HSE tracing groups to contact all at 

risk. This appears to be the only use of the “tick-list” i.e. enable us to inform HSE who was on the 

walk if we were contacted by them. My own view is for us not to generate more paperwork but 

make it clear to all our members that they should take individual responsibility for the safety of 

themselves and other members by not walking with us if they say “Yes” to any of the questions 

& always abide by Government rules regarding COVID19. Perhaps this should be reiterated to all 

intended walkers prior (day before ?) to walking. It was pointed out that, as a club, we should not 

shoulder the burden of responsibility for ensuring members adhere to government advice.  1st 

Aid was discussed – should aid be given in light of the potential risk of COVID? It is very much 

down to the individual & circumstances. Risk/Benefit. If the 1st Aider is themselves in a risk 

category, perhaps another 1st aider could administer. 

Clubs should not expand membership numbers at this time. 

Equipment should not be shared. Perhaps we should park the Banner for a while as too many 

fingers may touch it.  Do not share sweets/food. 

While access to land is still open, be mindful that many rural areas have not been affected by 

COVID & therefore have become a little nervous of outside groups appearing on their lands. Only 

20% of land is government owned so we are still dependent on the goodwill of the land-owners. 

We should always be seen to be observing good practice. 



Luggala was discussed. The new land-owner has shut the gates/fences due to rowdy 

drinking/tenting parties on their land. Closure will not be long-term. MI have been in discussion 

with the owner. 

Training has started again albeit some courses have been delayed. 

Many groups litter pick during their walks – it may be best not to for the foreseeable future. 

There are new proposals for Connemara National Park that MI have been involved in. The park 

has been overwhelmed during the last 2 summers & the new practices are to alleviate the strain 

on the park. 

There are no changes in Insurance. Possible rebates (through lack of use) will result in around 

€1.00 /member & therefore will not be returned to members. 

In order to reduce plastic waste, a new style membership card will ne introduced next year. 

27 September will be a National Walking Day. 

MI is open for business (virtually) for any assistance required. 
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